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CAUTION: 
This Test Method may include safety precautions which are believed to be appropriate at the time of publication of the method. The intent of these 

is to alert the user of the method to safety issues related to such use. The user is responsible for determining that the safety precautions are complete 

and are appropriate to their use of the method, and for ensuring that suitable safety practices have not changed since publication of the method. This 

method may require the use, disposal, or both, of chemicals which may present serious health hazards to humans. Procedures for the handling of 

such substances are set forth on Material Safety Data Sheets which must be developed by all manufacturers and importers of potentially hazardous 

chemicals and maintained by all distributors of potentially hazardous chemicals. Prior to the use of this method, the user must determine whether 

any of the chemicals to be used or disposed of are potentially hazardous and, if so, must follow strictly the procedures specified by both the 

manufacturer, as well as local, state, and federal authorities for safe use and disposal of these chemicals. 

 
Determination of equilibrium moisture in pulp, paper 
and paperboard for chemical analysis 
 
1.   Scope and significance 
 

1.1 The following procedure applies to pulp, paper, paperboard, and paper products, except those containing 

significant quantities of materials other than water that are volatile at 105 ! 2"C or less or for materials that are oxidized 

or decomposed above 102"C.  

1.2 This method should be followed to calculate the results of a chemical analysis of pulp, paper and 

paperboard on a moisture-free basis. 

1.3 This method should not be used to determine an “as received” or “use” moisture content.  Use TAPPI T 

412 “Moisture in Paper,” or T 210 “Sampling and Testing Wood Pulp Shipments for Moisture.” 

 

2.   Apparatus 
 

2.1   Weighing container, a wide-mouth, glass-stopper weighing bottle approximately 65 mm in diameter and 

45 mm high.  For larger specimens, use an airtight metal or other suitable airtight container (the container should not 

absorb moisture), preferably equipped with a removable wire basket, and of such a size as to accommodate the specimens 

without their being tightly packed. 

2.2   Drying oven, constant-temperature, with means of ensuring adequate temperature control at 105 ! 2"C 

and free access of air. 

 
NOTE 1: There is danger of local overheating if the specimens are exposed to direct rays of unshielded heating elements. 

 

2.3  Balance, accurate to 1 mg, for weighing specimens of 2 g; for larger specimens, accurate to 0.05% of the 

original weight of the specimen. 

 


